RESOLUTION BY THE DVC
FOR THE IMPLEMTANTATION OF THE SIX HUNDRED AND NINETY-NINTH (699) ACT OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA ENTITLED:

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE (AMENDMENT) ACT 2006

Assented: 24th February 2006
WHEREAS:
(1)  We, members of the Diaspora Vote Committee (DVC) having met here in Montreal, Canada, on May 27th, 2006, to hear from and deliberate with government officials, IFES officials and members coming from different cities in North America on issues arising out of the Representative of Peoples (Amendment) Act 699, henceforth referred to as ROPAA note as follows.
(1)  That we regret the absence of the invited representative of the Electoral Commission

(2)  That ten (10) other African countries have extended the vote to their citizens abroad

(3) That Ghana’s Electoral Commission has served as consultants to IFES and other nations in the sub-region for various countries’ elections
(4) That there are implementation issues which impact all elections; both local and abroad. Therefore, the need for al stakeholders to share ideas and learn from the experience of other countries is now.
 RESOLUTION: 
We hereby resolve:
(1)
 That the DVC seeks audience with Ghana’s Electoral Commission to discuss and pass on implementation plans for ROPAA by July 30, 2006. In this, the DVC agrees to work with the EC on developing a regime for the implementation that will borrow from the experience of other nations, particularly those of Africa. Following the example of Senegal, the DVC is agreeable to a transitional implementation for the 2008 national elections that will limit the Ghana Diaspora vote to that of the Presidential election only. Lessons from this experience will inform future roll out of ROPAA implementation.
(2)
That the reluctance or failure by the EC to promulgate the necessary Legislative Instrument to Parliament for approval to allow Ghanaian overseas residents to register to vote in the 2008 elections from their countries of residence may result in the DVC seeking a legal recourse to compel the EC’s performance of its constitutional obligations.  

(3)
 That the DVC appeals to all parties in Ghana to join with the EC and all stakeholders to make the implementation of ROPAA not only a success but a unifying experience in the supreme interest of the nation.
(4)
That the government of Ghana, as represented by the Ministries of Interior and Foreign Affairs, is urged to speed up the approval process for the application for dual citizenship so that it shall be completed in no more than thirty days in general.
(5)   That to avoid any misunderstanding and to facilitate the engagement of the growing Ghana Diaspora with the country’s national development, a separate Ministry for Ghana Diaspora Affairs be created with immediate effect.
(6) That the Citizenship Act 2000 (Act 591) be revisited and the sections that bar Ghanaians of dual citizenship from holding several high-level offices be reviewed so as not to rob the country of much-needed talent.
Montreal May 27, 2006
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